Youth Activity Fund Summary (Round 2)
In March 2025, Planet Youth Timiskaming launched a second round of the Youth Activity Fund (YAF). The intent of the YAF is to provide financial support for local projects that help youth feel more connected, supported, and engaged in their communities.
We received 38 applications and proudly funded 21 youth-informed or youth-led projects, distributing $55,781 across the Timiskaming District.
These projects were created by schools, municipalities, youth organizations, faith groups, and Indigenous organizations. All projects share a common goal: to give youth more opportunities to connect, create, move, lead, and grow.
Why It Matters
These projects reflect what youth have told us they need: more spaces to be themselves, explore their interests, and feel like they belong.
Each initiative helps reduce risk factors for substance use and other risky behaviours, and strengthens protective factors like connection, confidence, and creativity.  
These efforts help build a healthier, more supportive community for youth in Timiskaming.
What Got Funded?
Here is a summary of the exciting projects supported through the second round of the Youth Activity Fund across the region:
North Timiskaming	Comment by Erika Lamothe: Youth Funds Master Score Sheet.xlsx 
Applications submitted: 14
Projects that received funding: 8
Funds requested: $47,448.98
Funds disbursed: $22,553.70

Funded Projects
	Project Name and Lead Organization
	Description


	Supporting G.O.A.T.-Led Library Initiatives 
Teck Centennial Public Library
	Funding to support youth-led initiatives through the G.O.A.T (Group of Advising Teens). This project empowers local teens to shape library spaces, programs, and materials that reflect their interests and needs.
Media: Northern News – “New library initiative gives area youth a voice” (Jan 19, 2026)


	Skate Park Revitalization 
and Super Jam
Town of Kirkland Lake
	Based on youth-identified priorities, the Town of Kirkland Lake will engage local youth in revitalizing the community skate park and celebrate improvements through the return of the Skate Super Jam event. 



	Teen Swims
Town of Kirkland Lake
	Scheduled teen swim nights followed by snacks and social time, creating a fun and inclusive environment that supports connection and participation.



	Winter Activity Day
Kirkland Lake District Composite School
	A Student Council-led March Break activity day, including swimming and skating at the community complex, along with activities hosted within the school. This project supports a positive school climate, encourages participation, and helps youth explore local recreation opportunities.  



	Junior Curling Program
Kirkland Lake Curling Club
	Funding will support three introductory curling sessions this season, providing structured instruction and supervised play. Based on participation, the program aims to expand into a full youth curling league next season, supporting long-term growth and sustained youth engagement. 



	New Mentality Events
Northeastern Ontario Family and Child Services
	Events organized by the New Mentality youth group to connect youth from across the district, promote peer support, and reduce stigma related to mental health.
 

	New Mentality Inclusive Spaces 
Northeastern Ontario Family and Child Services
	The New Mentality youth group will create a more welcoming and inclusive space within the NEOFACS Kirkland Lake office to better support children, youth, and families accessing services.
 

	 Active Living for YOUth
Town of Kirkland Lake
	
Launched last year, the Active Living for YOUth program removes barriers and provides opportunities for youth from low-income households to access the Joe Mavrinac Community Complex for free. This include skating, swimming, use of the gym, and fitness classes. 
 



Central Timiskaming
Applications submitted: 5
Projects that received funding: 4
Funds requested: $13,768
Funds disbursed: $12,000
	Project name
and lead organization
	Description

	Creative Club 2.0
Englehart High School
	
	The Creative Club is a hands-on, student-driven club that celebrates creativity through making. While its primary focus is pottery, the club also explores a wide range of artistic and practical skills through special workshops and collaborative projects. The club provides provides a welcoming space where students can experiment, learn new skills, and express themselves creatively while building confidence and community through art.
Funding will help pay for transportation so students can stay after school and attend Creative Club, removing a major participation barrier. It will also help buy pottery supplies like clay and glazes, providing a creative outlet for youth.



 

	Englehart Winter Carnival Committee
Town of Englehart
	Funding will support youth to take part in the Winter Carnival Planning Committee, providing an engaging opportunity for youth to plan and implement elements of the annual carnival event. Youth will learn practical skills like how to run meetings, set an agenda, and plan an event from start to finish. This includes creating a budget, promoting the event, identifying barriers to participation, using local community resources, and coming up with fun and creative activities and entertainment.



	Hilliard Hockey Nets and Pavilion
Township of Hilliard
	Funding will support a pavilion extension and portable hockey nets. These improvements will make the outdoor rink and park more usable and welcoming, and will support more outdoor recreation for people of all ages.



	Englehart Youth Drop In
Englehart High School  
	
Englehart High School’s Student Council will use the funds to organize drop-in nights at the Englehart Arena with support from adult allies. The drop-in nights will give youth a safe place to hang out, socialize, and take part in fun activities.





South Timiskaming
Applications submitted: 19
Projects that received funding: 9
Funds requested: $47,448
Funds disbursed: $22,228
	Project name
and lead organization
	Description

	 March Break Camp for Indigenous Youth and Families
Temiskaming Native Women's Support Group
	
Passing the Feather Youth Council will use the funds to plan and host a March Break camp for Indigenous youth and their families to engage in recreational, cultural, and leadership activities that will help them build on their cultural identity, confidence, and overall well-being. 



	Teen Time
Northeastern Ontario Child and Family Services
	Funding will support regular activities for youth in the Section 23 class and Semi-Independent Living program, such as cooking, art projects, and community outings. These activities will provide structure and supportive guidance for at-risk youth, while helping them build friendships and feel more connected to their community.



	Youth Hub 
(open gym, social activities, meals)
Ecole publique des Navigateurs
	 
The Youth Hub provides a safe, inclusive space for youth ages 12–17 to gather outside of school, offering an open gym, games, movies, and supervised activity nights focused on crafts, cooking, baking, and STEM. The monthly program includes meals and snacks, fostering social connection and reducing isolation. Funding will support ongoing food and program costs. 



	Go Skate Day 2026 Skatepark Jam
Local Youth / Temiskaming District Secondary School
	 
A group of local skaters will use the funds to organize the second annual “Go Skate Day Jam” at the Carter Antila Memorial Skate Park. This event will bring the community together for an outdoor skating day that promotes physical activity, fun, and community connection through friendly competition. 



	Pottery Club
École secondaire catholique sainte marie
	
Funding will support a Pottery Club for students in grades 7–12, building on the school library’s growth into a creative and welcoming space. Students will have regular opportunities to try pottery and other hands-on activities that support creativity, mindfulness, skill-building, and a stronger sense of belonging at school.



	Cold Weather Camping Equipment
Temiskaming Shores Scouts
	
Funding will enable the Temiskaming Shores Scout Group to upgrade their winter camping equipment, expanding opportunities for outdoor programming during the colder months. This investment will also help reduce barriers to participation, making winter camping more accessible to local youth.



	Cobalt Mining Museum
March Break Comic Strip Mining Madness
	 
The Cobalt Mining Museum preserves and shares the history of the Cobalt Mining Camp, and the social history of Cobalt and Coleman. Their goal for this project is to provide an opportunity for Cobalt youth aged 16 to 17 to lead March break activities for kids in Cobalt ages 8 to 11.  The participants will create comic strips based on the history of mining in Cobalt, guided by a professional Cobalt-based comic strip artist.



	Deep Water Youth
Temiskaming Pentecostal Church
	
Held weekly on Thursday evenings for Grades 7–12, the Deep Water Youth program offers gym activities, life skills sessions, snacks, and social time. The program has expanded from 10 to over 30 youth since September 2025. This funding will help upgrade sports equipment and the youth space, while also supporting ongoing program needs such as food.



	Small Pond Theatre Camp
Small Pond Entertainers
	
Funding will support a long-standing community theatre camp by offsetting play licensing fees, helping keep participation costs low and improving access to arts programming for local youth. The program provides a valuable space for youth to build teamwork, confidence, and creativity, while also supporting positive mental health. With over 20 years of success, local youth employment, and strong ongoing demand, including interest from older teens, the program continues to grow and is planning expansion for summer 2026.







What’s Next?
These projects are rolling out throughout 2026 and we’re actively collecting stories, photos, and feedback to learn what worked and how to keep improving.
Stay tuned for future updates on what these amazing youth and partners are creating across the district!
Got questions about the fund or future opportunities? Email us at PYT@neph.ca

